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Dr. Russ Best

Russ’ research includes thermal testing of 
tendon protection boots for horses under 
lab, training and competition conditions.
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School of Media Arts: 
Report
Centre Narrative
The School of Media Arts (SoMA) 
has a reputation for leading 
national and international research 
in art and design, music, culture 
and communication. Researchers 
are predominantly engaged in 
different forms of creative practice, 
alongside a rich range of applied 
media practice and theory. The 
breadth of the school’s applied and 
academic knowledge underpins 
a well-established postgraduate 
programme and an ongoing track 
record of industry and community 
engagement.

Research Impact Story 
Megan Rogerson-Berry collaborated 
with Jaimee Cruse (ex-postgraduate 
student and Te Wananga o 
Aotearoa) to record the taonga 
pūoro collection of Hinewirangi 
Morgan. This piece of Rangahau 
was undertaken at the Wintec S 
Block recording studio, a significant 
indication of the regard in which 
the space is held externally. The 
Rangahau was important for 
bringing a cross-cultural lens to an 
historically Western musical space 
and artefact (i.e. the recording 
studio and a digital recording). 

Following the recording 
sessions, the rich and previously 
undocumented archive of sounds 
were gifted back to the whānau of 
Morgan. Rogerson-Berry and Cruse 
also co-authored a journal article (in 
further consultation with recording 
participants) on the process of this 
Rangahau – namely, how the Te 
Ao Māori lens changed practices 
within the studio and the impact 
of this on practitioners. This article 
was published in Perfect Beat 
journal in early 2026. Conversations 
are ongoing around further 
collaborative projects to stem from 
this relationship.

Key Highlights

SoMA researchers were highly 
active in 2025, with all staff 
achieving output goals. This has 
a flow-on effect into teaching, 
ensuring that undergraduate and 
postgraduate learning material 
remains current, relevant and 
informed by practice and academic 
research. 

Wintec hosted the Aotearoa New 
Zealand Arts Educators Conference 
in April 2025, with numerous SoMA 
researchers presenting individual 
papers, participating in panel 
discussions and leading workshops.  

Dr. Nick Brae
Centre Research Leader 
Team Manager 
School of Media Arts
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School of Media Arts

Dr. Nick Braae, Dr. Matthew 
Bannister, Rebekah Harman, Emily 
Russell and Megan Rogerson-
Berry continued to have academic 
research published in international 
books (from Bloomsbury and 
Intellect) and journals (Perfect 
Beat, Scope, Studies in Australasian 
Cinema, British Journal of Music 
Education).

Centre Research Connections
SoMA researchers are connected 
to a range of individuals and 
organisations that facilitate the 
development and dissemination 
of research. Current examples 
include Rebekah Harman and Emily 
Russell at Waikato Museum, with an 
exhibition in planning for 2027; Dr. 
Jeremy Mayall at Waikato Regional 
Theatre, with works commissioned 
and disseminated in 2025 and early 
2026; Elna Fourie of the Design 
Factory Global Network, with whom 
a book chapter has been prepared 
alongside other academics from the 
network; and Julia Booth of Estill 
Voice Training, where professional 
involvement has generated new 
research project ideas.

A number of researchers are 
also affiliated with academic 
organisations such as IASPM 
(International Association for the 
Study of Popular Music) and the 
New Zealand Musicological Society, 
which generates regular conference 
outputs as well as broader 
opportunities for collaboration and 
service to the research community, 
including peer reviewing and 
committee work.

Looking Ahead
A key focus for 2026 will be 
leadership in the SoMA research 
space, with a new Research Leader 
moving into this role. Alongside 
this, the Centre will maintain 
its commitment to high levels 
of research activity. Changes to 
incentive frameworks at a national 
level have created an opportunity 
for researchers to chart new 
pathways alongside creative 
practice, such as developing 
journal writing skills and exploring 
new directions for their research 
activity. A further priority is 
building stronger networks of 
peer support among researchers, 
with more established staff taking 
opportunities to mentor those 
earlier in their academic careers.

Researchers are predominantly engaged 
in different forms of creative practice, 
alongside a rich range of applied media 
practice and theory.
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Researcher Profile: 
Dr. Matthew Bannister
Dr. Matthew Bannister (PhD University of Auckland 2002) is 
postgraduate theory supervisor in Media Arts. He has supervised 
hundreds of Wintec Honours and Master’s students studying a range of 
media disciplines, from music to design, visual art to communication. 

His primary research focus is the 
critical analysis of popular culture 
(music and film) in terms of identity 
(gender, ethnicity, nationality), with 
a special interest in the popular 
culture of Aotearoa/New Zealand, 
referencing both global and local 
examples and considering their 
interrelationship. He has published 
four books: White Boys, White 
Noise: Masculinities and 1980s 
Alternative Guitar Rock (2006), Eye 
of the Taika: New Zealand Comedy 
and the Films of Taika Waititi (2021); 
and Songs from the Front Lawn, a 
volume in in the 33 1/3 series on 
“classic” albums. 

He is presently co-authoring a 
book on identity in popular music 
biopics with a UK-based scholar, 
Ewa Mazierska, to be published by 
Bloomsbury. The book considers 
different kinds of identity (gender, 
ethnicity, nationality, genre) in 
relation to biographical films 
about popular musicians; how 
music biopics relate to other film 
genres, and “star” discourse – the 
construction of celebrity in popular 
music and film. 

In a different vein, he recently 
published work on Taika Waititi’s 
Hunt for the Wilderpeople in 
the light of the Tom Phillips 
case, examining how myths of 
“men alone going bush” grip 
the local imagination but can 
also perpetuate patriarchy and 
gendered violence. This research 
was presented as a keynote at the 
ITP Symposium hosted by Wintec in 
December 2025. 

Matthew combines such critical 
analysis with creative practice/
participation, as he is also a 
songwriter and performer in a 
number of groups, including Sneaky 
Feelings, a Flying Nun act who was 
part of the “Dunedin Sound”, and 
more recently The Changing Same, 
who perform regularly around 
New Zealand and release records 
through Powertool Records in 
Auckland, and solo material, such 
as 2013’s Evolver, a re-imagining 
of the classic Beatles LP Revolver 
(1966), which was widely reviewed. 
He also plays with a ukulele group, 
the Strumbles, which combines 
women and men, Pākehā, Māori 
and Pasifika, in an inter-gender, 
multicultural collaboration.

Dr. Matthew Bannister
Postgraduate Theory Supervisor 
School of Media Arts
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Emily Russell

Emerging Researcher 
Spotlight: Emily Russell
Emily has a professional background in graphic design and illustration. 

Her research interests focus on 
sustainable consumption and 
reducing environmental impact. 
Her practice-based research 
explores how material selection, 
production methods, and design 
processes can support more 
sustainable approaches within 
graphic design. These ideas are 
demonstrated in Worn Well, a 
136-page limited-edition book 
that incorporates environmentally 
conscious design choices, including 
the use of stone-based paper (Rock 
stock), repurposed materials, and 
binding methods that highlight 
craftsmanship. The publication also 
draws on visual references from 
Aotearoa’s natural landscapes to 
reinforce themes of sustainability 
and longevity.

A key achievement for Emily 
Russell in 2025 was the design 
of publication, Worn Well with 
Rebekah Harman, published 
by Ramp Press. The publication 
examines clothing longevity and 
challenges contemporary patterns 
of overconsumption by highlighting 
stories and data relating to 
garments that are frequently 
worn, loved, and maintained over 
time. Building on this research, 
Russell and Harman are currently 
collaborating with the Waikato 
Museum to develop an exhibition 
that presents key themes gathered 
from Waikato residents. The 
exhibition aims to encourage 
greater awareness of sustainable 
clothing practices and support 
conversations around extending 
garment life cycles.

Emily Russell
Academic Staff Member
School of Media Arts
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Funding
The following projects all received Contestable Research Funding 
(>$2000).

•	 Project lead: Rebekah Harman 
Collaborator: Emily Russell

	 Worn Well

•	 Project lead: Dr. Patricia 
McClunie-Trust 
Collaborators: De Cleaver, 
Rebecca Giles, Dr. Suzie Belcher, 
Dr. Katrina Fyers

	 CHASP Research Team – support 
for multiple research projects

•	 Project lead: Alroy Walker 
Collaborator: Jon Clarke

	 He Ipukarea

•	 Project lead: Rory Christopherson
	 Exploring Peoples’ Lived 

Experiences of Working with 
Osteoarthritis in Aotearoa New 
Zealand – A Qualitative Study

•	 Project lead: Nicolas Sandoval 
Collaborator: Aishath Naila

	 Investigation of appropriate raw 
materials for manufacturing 
bioplastic bags in the Maldives

•	 Project lead: Dr. Maryam 
Moridnejad

	 Assessing the Social, Economic, 
and Environmental Impacts of 
Water Metering in Hamilton: 
Public Perception and Policy 
Implications

•	 Project lead: Dr. Shafiqur Tito 
Collaborators: Sarla Kumari, Dr. 
Sina Enteshari

	 Te Puna Hiko – Community 
Microgrid for Energy Resilience 
and Sustainability

•	 Project lead: Dr. Suzie Belcher 
Collaborator: Frans van der 
Merwe

	 Landing Biomechanics with Ball 
in Hand

•	 Project lead: Toni Herangi 
Collaborators: Mason Holloway, 
Tamsin Green

	 Aka Kumara (phase one)

•	 Project lead: Dr. Matthew 
Bannister

	 The Dark Backward album 
(release)

•	 Project lead: Dr. Russell Best 
Collaborator: Rhys Macpherson

	 Quantification and interaction 
of health and performance 
characteristics in New Zealand 
apprentice flat and jumps jockeys: 
a longitudinal investigation and 
evaluation

•	 Project lead: Chathurika 
Samarakoon

	 Development and optimising 
a method for fast detection of 
cheese maturity using colour

•	 Project lead: Cate Prestidge 
Collaborators: Paul Nelson,  
Abby Dalgety

	 The New Wave – stories from 
Hamilton’s migrant community

•	 Project lead: Dr. Nick Braae 
Collaborators: Megan Rogerson-
Berry, Debbie Nisbet, Jon Clarke

	 End of Year Music Orchestra 
Concert

Dr. Matthew Bannister
The Dark Backward

Rebekah Harman and Emily Russell
Worn Well

Cate Prestidge, Paul Nelson and  
Abby Dalgety
The New Wave
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Writing Retreat

Writing Retreat
In September the Research Office organised a writing retreat for Wintec 
kaimahi across the organisation wishing to work on specific projects, 
uninterrupted, over three days. 

It was designed to give researchers 
space, time, and, most importantly, 
nourishment. We were 
fortunate to welcome back Gail 
Pittaway who has facilitated these 
retreats for over a decade. Her 
extensive expertise makes her 
both an excellent editor and a 
valuable sounding board. The 
Research Office supplied the meals 
and visited several times, which 
encouraging participants to feel 
part of the research programme. 
On the first day, the Research 
Office also gave an update about 
the future of research reporting 
and some changes that lie ahead.  

This year there were sixteen 
participants, the highest number 
ever. To begin, each researcher 
had the opportunity to talk through 
and plan their approaches in 
projects ranging from engineering, 
through education to ESOL and so 
many more. There were several 
researchers working on higher 
qualifications for Masters and PhD 
theses, and others working on new 
or revised articles to be sent away 
for publication in professional and 
international journals. The level and 
calibre of outputs and commitment 
was extremely high. 

Here’s what a few of the 
participants had to say about 
the retreat:

•	 “Having time and space away 
from my other role with no 
distraction was great.”

•	 “It was wonderful to have the 
opportunity to work on research 
for two days without the rest of 
our lives intruding!” 

•	 “What was special was the 
opportunity for co-authors to 
work together in a small room so 
that we could talk to each other 
without disturbing others.” 

•	 “I loved having no other 
responsibility than to concentrate 
and having food and drinks 
available regularly that I didn’t 
have to think about organising.” 

•	 “There was precious time talking 
to colleagues and to Gail about 
our research and future plans.” 

“Having time 
and space 
away from 
my other 
role with no 
distraction 
was great.”
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Ethics
All research involving human participants conducted at Wintec requires 
an appropriate level of ethical approval. Ethical review is administered 
by the Research Office and overseen by Wintec’s Health Research 
Council (HRC) accredited Human Ethics in Research Group (HERG).

Low Risk Ethics applications are 
reviewed by the HERG Chair, 
a Research Office delegate, 
and, where required, a HERG 
subject matter expert. Full Ethics 
applications are considered by the 
full HERG committee at its monthly 
meetings.

During 2025, HERG reviewed a total 
of 71 ethics applications submitted 
by Wintec and Te Pūkenga kaimahi 
and ākonga. The committee met 
on nine occasions and approved 17 
Full Ethics applications. In addition, 
the HERG Chair and Research Office 
delegate approved 54 Low Risk 
Ethics applications outside of the 
scheduled committee meetings.

The majority of Full Ethics 
applications were submitted by 
ākonga, predominantly from 
the Centre for Sport Science 
and Human Performance, while 
academic staff accounted for 
most Low Risk applications. The 
overall quality of submissions 
continues to improve, with many 
applicants seeking guidance 
from the Research Office prior 
to submission. As a result, only 
minor amendments were typically 
required before ethical approval 
was granted.

HERG Members included:

•	 Chair: Gillian Spry – recently 
retired Lawyer 

•	 Dr. Peter Maulder – Research 
office, Kaihautū Rangahau

•	 Leni Lolohea – Oire Pacific

•	 Melisa Fotu – Oire Pacific 

•	 Dr. Patricia McClunie-Trust – 
Centre for Health and Social 
Practice

•	 Jenny Song – Centre for Health 
and Social Practice

•	 Dr. Matthew Bannister – School 
of Media Arts

•	 Dr. Joy Wang – Centre for 
Languages

•	 Dr. Sara Farahani – Centre for 
Applied Science and Primary 
Industries 

•	 Adrian France – Centre for 
Business and Enterprise

•	 Amy Pearce – Centre for Sport 
Science and Human Performance

•	 Aimee Pilkington – Research 
office
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Research Excellence: Highlights of the Year

Research Excellence: 
Highlights of the year
Centre for Applied Science and Primary Industries

Badiei, M., Asim, N., Ghoreishi, K., & Mohammad, M. (2025). Pyrolysis 
for sustainable solid waste management in developing countries: 
Opportunities and challenges. Journal of Material Cycles and Waste 
Management, 28(2), 834-854. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10163-025-02465-
4 

Samarakoon Mudiyanselage, C. S. S., Farouk, M. M., Realini, C. E., 
Kantono, K., & Hamid, N. (2025). Determinants of purchase intention for 
meat-based chilled ready meals in New Zealand: A consumer behaviour 
perspective. Foods, 14(6), 1038. https://doi.org/10.3390/foods14061038 

Sandoval, N., Denyer, K., Dowling, S., & Smedts, H. (2025). Assessment 
of pyroligneous acid as a pest bird deterrent in a New Zealand pest-
exclusion fenced sanctuary. New Zealand Journal of Ecology, 49(1), 1-7. 
https://doi.org/10.20417/nzjecol.49.3598 

Centre for Business Enterprise

Fester, A., & Thrikawala, S. S. (2025). Why can’t you help me? Pragmatic 
and cultural competence advice for *EAL background **WSBO. 
New Zealand Studies in Applied Linguistics, 31(1), 65–88. https://doi.
org/10.59690/fm90142 

Centre for Education and Foundation Pathways

Fenmachi, E. (2025). Concepts of early childhood learning and 
development in Cameroon, West Africa. Early Years, [Online first], 1-13. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09575146.2025.2566366 

Wang, J. Y., Mischefski, A., & Yap, J. R. (2025). Revisiting reading aloud 
through the lens of holistic reflective practice: A trioethnographic 
inquiry. rEFLections, 32(2), 712-731. https://doi.org/10.61508/refl.
v32i2.281469 

Centre for Engineering and Industrial Design

Al-Rawi, M., Belkacemi, D., & Khashram, M. (2025). Aortic dissection 
during and after investigation using CFD modelling. In ASME (Ed.), 
International Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition (IMECE), 
Vol. 4: Biomedical and Biotechnology Engineering (pp. 1-6). https://doi.
org/10.1115/IMECE2024-140398 
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Al-Rawi, M., Belkacemi, D., & Al-Jumaily, A.M. (2025). Comparison of 
laminar and turbulent k-omega shear stress transport models under 
realistic boundary conditions for arterial stenosis. In ASME (Ed.), 
International Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition (IMECE), 
Vol. 4: Biomedical and Biotechnology Engineering (pp. 1-6). https://doi.
org/10.1115/IMECE2024-139437 

Du, Z., Brightwell, R., Zhou, H., & Aghazadegan, L. (2025). Global 
approaches to ground improvement in liquefaction-prone areas: 
techniques guidelines, and recommendations. In 2025 NZSEE Annual 
Technical Conference (Ed.), Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland https://confer.
eventsair.com/nzsee2025/ 

Kamyabi, L., Tito, S. R., Soltic, S., Nieuwoudt, P., & Lie, T. T. (2025). 
Feedforward neural network assisted NILM method applied on different 
households and appliance groups with selectable balanced data. In 
Mahmud, M., Kaiser, M. S., Kamruzzaman, J., Iftekharuddin, K., Ahad, M. 
A. R., Zhong, N. (Ed.), Applied Intelligence and Informatics, Vol. 2607 (pp. 
128-140). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-032-04657-4_9 

Moridnejad, M., Madani, M., & Aghazadegan, A. (2025). The three waters 
reform in New Zealand: Learning from local government narratives 
for improved governance. Water Policy, 27(12), 1326. https://doi.
org/10.2166/wp.2025.059 

Raju, S., Kularatna, N., Wilson, M., & Steyn-Ross, A. (2025). Supercapacitor 
based TMS pulse generator design-Experimental results versus 
MATLAB MOSFET simulation model. 2025 IEEE Applied Power Electronics 
Conference and Exposition (APEC).

Raju, S., Steyn-Ross, A., Wilson, M., & Kularatna, N. (2025). Dynamic 
nonlinear resistance model for a power MOSFET in an oscillatory RLC 
circuit. IEEE Transactions on Circuits and Systems I: Regular Papers, 72, 
2792-2803. 10.1109/TCSI.2025.3542754

Saleem, M. H., Taha, M., Rehmani, M. A. A., Tito, S. R., Soltic, S., Nieuwoudt, 
P., Pandey, N., & Ahmed, M. D. (2025). A comprehensive review of 
machine learning and deep learning models for non-intrusive load 
monitoring: Performance, analyses, practical insights, and emerging 
trends. Applied Intelligence, 55, 1020. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10489-
025-06921-4

Centre for Health and Social Practice

Bowlin, N. H., & Song, J. (2025). Perceptions of rongoā Māori among 
third-year nursing students in Aotearoa New Zealand. Kaitiaki Nursing 
Research, 16(1), 8-14. https://kaitiaki.org.nz/2025/11/perceptions-of-
rongoa-maori-among-third-year-nursing-students-in-aotearoa-new-
zealand/ 



Research and Rangahau at Wintec 2025 75

Research Excellence: Highlights of the Year

Chu, J. T. W., Singh, N., McCormack, J., McLachlan, A. D., Dymus-Kurei, J., 
Wilson, H., Marsh, S., & Newcombe, D. (2025). Caregivers’ experiences 
with diagnosis of fetal alcohol spectrum disorder: A life-course 
approach. Journal of Intellectual & Developmental Disability, 50(4), 424-
433. 10.3109/13668250.2025.2459822 

Ferreira, A., Vaughan, B., Draper-Rodi, J., Muddle, L., Treffel, L., McIntyre, 
C., Fleischmann, M., Cerritelli, F., Sampath, K. K., & Steel, A. (2025). 
Prevalence and profile of New Zealand osteopaths treating people 
experiencing headaches and migraines. Journal of Complementary and 
Integrative Medicine, 22(3), 501-511. https://doi.org/10.1515/jcim-2024-
0283 

Gascoigne, J. H., Best, R., Macpherson, R., Belcher, S., & Van der Merwe, F. 
H. (2025). Physical demands and positional requirements of semi-elite 
female netball players through GPS unit-based accelerometers. Journal 
of Sport and Exercise Science, 9(1), 21-33. https://doi.org/10.36905/
jses.2025.01.03 

Gregory, T., Taylor-Bragge, R., McLachlan, A., Yellow Bird, M., & Perreault, 
M. (2025). Indigenous epistemologies, two-eyed seeing, and the 
philosophy, practice, and applications of brain sciences. In Perreault, 
M & Illes, J (Eds.), Crosscultural Perspectives on Mind and Brain (pp. 3-63). 
Elsevier. 

Iosis Swis Team, & Crawford, H. (2025). What is a SWIS and what do they do? 
Iosis. 

Jack, T., & McClunie-Trust, P. (2025). The lived experience of gout: A 
qualitative meta-synthesis. Kaitiaki Nursing Research, 16, 16-31. https://
kaitiaki.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/KNR-vol-16-no-1-Lived-
Experience-of-gout.pdf 

Jarden, R., McClunie-Trust, P., Macdiarmid, R., Jones, V., Marriott, P., 
Shannon, K., Dewar, J., Clout, S., Macnaught, L., & Winnington, R. 
(2025). Motivations, expectations, and experiences of graduate-entry pre-
registration Masters’ students in the health professions: An umbrella review 
protocol. National Institute for Health and Care Research.

Jarden, R., Macdiarmid, R., McClunie-Trust, P., Jones, S., Dewar, J., Marriott, 
P., Turner, R., Clout, S., & Winnington, R. (2025). Measures of graduate 
entry nursing student experiences during their entry to practice 
program: A scoping review. Teaching and Learning in Nursing, 20(4), 
e1308-e1314. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.teln.2025.05.001 

Kovanur Sampath, K., Ann Rong, Y., & Brownie, S. (2025). Culturally 
appropriate care for Indigenous people with type 2 diabetes mellitus 
(T2DM)—A scoping review. Primary Care Diabetes, 19(3), 238-245. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.pcd.2025.02.008 
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Kovanur Sampath, K., Papannarao, J., Roberts, E., Schwenke, D., & Katare, 
R. (2025). MicroRNAs involved in neuropathic pain can be measured 
in saliva. British Journal of Anaesthesia, 134(2), 584-586. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.bja.2024.11.028 

Kovanur Sampath, K., Smith, T., Belcher, S., Farrell, G., Fryer, G., 
Vaughan, B., & Moran, R. (2025). Diagnosing and treating upper back 
pain: Insights from New Zealand’s manipulative physiotherapists and 
osteopaths. Journal of Manual & Manipulative Therapy, 33(2), 149-157. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10669817.2024.2438196 

McIntyre, C., Draper-Rodi, J., Kovanur Sampath, K., & Vaughan, B. (2025). 
Leadership and capacity building in international osteopathic research: 
Introducing strengthening osteopathy leadership and research (SOLAR) 
program. International Journal of Osteopathic Medicine, 56, 100755. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijosm.2025.100755 

McLachlan, A., Kingi, T., Fitzpatrick, M., Waitiki, W., Jones, H., & Killeen-
Townsend, T. (2025). Te roro o tōku whare. Te Rau Ora. https://terauora.
com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/102669-Te-Rau-Ora-Book-1-V14-
spreads-1.pdf 

McLachlan, A., Kingi, T., & Waitoki, W. (2025). The Au: Addressing the 
ripples of racism within intergenerational trauma. New Zealand Journal 
of Psychology, 54(3), 58–73. https://doi.org/10.63146/001c.143404 

McClunie-Trust, P., Macdiarmid, R., Marriott, P., Winnington, R., Dewar, 
J., Shannon, K., Jones, V., & Jarden, R. (2025). Graduate entry nursing 
students’ development of professional nursing self: A longitudinal case 
study. Nurse Education Today, 151, 106722. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
nedt.2025.106722 

Michael, R., & Mercer, C. (2025). Staff perceptions and experiences of 
palliative care in aged residential care facilities: A research brief. Kaitiaki 
Nursing Research, 16(1), 37-40. https://kaitiaki.org.nz/kaitiaki-nursing-
research-november-2025/ 

Perreault, M L., Taylor-Bragge, R., McLachlan, A., Gregory, R., Khalid, R., 
Bassil, K., Svalastog, A., Velarde, M., & Illes, J. (2025). Authenticity in 
capacity-building for neuroscience: Indigenous scholarship, teaching, 
and care. In M. L. Perreault & J. Illes (Eds.), Developments in neuroethics 
and bioethics (Vol. 8, pp. 257-274). Academic Press.  

Perreault, M., Taylor-Bragge, R., Chneiweiss, H., McLachlan, A., Gregory, 
T., Khalid, R., Bassil, K., Svalastod, A., Velarde, M., & Illes, J. (2025). 
Indigenous representation in neuroscience scholarship, teaching 
and care. Nature Reviews: Neuroscience, 26, 373–375. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41583-025-00933-2 
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Research Excellence: Highlights of the Year

Pierobon, A., Fernandes, L., Wilson, R., Christopherson, R., Stanley, J., 
Pryymachenko, Y., Lim, Y., Caya, R., Gayed, M., & Abbott, J. (2025). 
Validity of the Global Rating of Change in patients with chronic low 
back pain. Musculoskeletal Practice, 80, 1-5. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
msksp.2025.103443 

Redpath, A. (2025). A multidisciplinary approach to nurse lecturing is 
needed in New Zealand. Kaitiaki Nursing New Zealand, 25, 41-45. https://
kaitiaki.org.nz/article/a-multidisciplinary-approach-to-nurse-lecturing-is-
needed-in-new-zealand/ 

Walker, A. J. M., & Schott, G. (2025). Waiata-a-ringa: Maori punk and 
authentic self in te ao hou (the contemporary world). In G Schott (Eds.), 
The Language of Music (pp. 32-49). Routledge. 10.4324/9781003627876

Watane, A., Belcher, S., Ward, D., Webb, E., & Kovanur Sampath, K. 
(2025). “I’m sorry, I can’t. I feel the tears coming on already”: The views 
of mothers, midwives and physiotherapists on postpartum recovery in 
New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Physiotherapy, 53, 19-31. https://
doi.org/10.15619/nzjp.v53i1.413 

Centre for Information Technology

Abuaiadah, D., Bosu, M., & Jayalal, S. (2025). Revisiting the concepts of 
basis path testing. Information Systems for Intelligent Systems. ISBM 
2024, Lecture Notes in Networks and Systems, 1255, 503-515. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-981-96-1747-0_41 

Jayasiri, J. M. S., & Jayalal, S. (2025). The improving accessibility of 
e-learning systems for visually impaired students in Sri Lanka: An 
evaluation based on WCAG principles. Vallis Aurea: Journal of Sustainable 
Development and Innovation, 11(1), 1-16. https://doi.org/10.62598/
JVA.11.1.1.12 

Jayawardana, B. C., Withanaarachchi, A., Jayalal, S., & Abeysekara, R. 
(2025). A systematic literature review of evaluating the accuracy of 
NVivo, R and large language models in thematic analysis of interview 
data: A comparative study. 3rd Desk Research Conference (DRC 2025), 
University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka (pp. 170-183). https://conf.kln.ac.lk/drc/
media/attachments/2025/12/17/all-of-tc1.pdf 

Kumesh, T., Jayalal, S., & Wijayasiriwardhane, T. K. (2025). Transforming 
software size estimation with prompt engineering: A ChatGPT-based 
framework for component-based systems. International Journal on 
Advances in ICT for Emerging Regions (ICTer), 18(2), 1-10. https://doi.
org/10.4038/icter.v18i2.7286 

Samaradiwakara, D., & Jayalal, S. (2025). Enhancing mobile wallet usability 
through developer guidelines: Addressing challenges in the Sri Lankan 
market. 5th International Conference on Advanced Research in Computing 
(ICARC) (pp. 1-6). https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/10962867 



Ngaa Hua Rangahau o Te Koopuu Maania78

Weerathunge, T., Jayalal, S., & Wijayasiriwardhane, T. K. (2025). 
Optimizing response consistency of large language models in medical 
education through prompt engineering. 5th International Conference 
on Advanced Research in Computing (ICARC) https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/
document/10963313 

Centre for Languages

Fester, A., & Thrikawala, S. (2025). Why can’t you help me? Pragmatic and 
cultural competence advice for *EAL background **WSBO (*English 
as an additional language **Women who are small business owners). 
New Zealand Studies in Applied Linguistics, 31(1), 66-88. https://doi.
org/10.59690/fm90142 

Granger, R., & Fester, A. (2025). Emoji and sticker use in multimodal 
collaborative learning: An EAP study. TESOLANZ Journal, 33, 1-24. 
https://www.tesolanz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TESOLANZ-
JOURNAL-2025.pdf 

Kearney, C. P. (2025). Supporting learners with emerging English literacy: 
“Find a role that gives each learner mana and constantly encourage 
them”. Scope: Work-Based Learning, 7, 38-46. 

Ryan, J. (2025). Applied linguistics in New Zealand polytechnics: The 
lifeboat of a research microculture. In McCallum, L., Tafazoli, D. & Al-
Hoorie, A. (Eds.), Research cultures in applied linguistics (pp. 101-125). 
Applied Linguistics Press. 

Ryan, J. (2025). Design Principles for ELT Video Drama: A case study. In A. 
Leis & M. Wilson (Eds.), Screen media in foreign language education (pp. 
160-181). Candlin & Mynard. 

Ryan, J. (2025). The big global issues: Applied linguists and 
transdisciplinarity beyond SLA. International Journal of Applied Linguistics, 
35(2), 529-542. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijal.12623 

Wang, J. Y., Mischefski, A., & Yap, J. R. (2025). Revisiting reading aloud 
through the lens of Holistic Reflective Practice: A Trioethnographic 
inquiry. rEFLections, 32(2), 712-731. https://doi.org/10.61508/refl.
v32i2.281469 

Centre for Sports Science and Human Performance

Best, R., & Pearce, J. (2025). Prevalence and severity of gastrointestinal 
symptoms in recreational and elite Equestrian athletes in training and 
competition: an exploratory analysis. International Journal of Equine 
Science, 4(1), 11-20. https://doi.org/10.64292/ijes.149. 

Gascoigne, J. H., Best, R., Macpherson, R., Belcher, S., & Van der Merwe, 
F. H. (2025). Physical demands and positional requirements of semi-elite 
female netball players through GPS unit-based accelerometers. Journal 
of Sport and Exercise Science, 9(1), 21-33. https://doi.org/10.36905/
jses.2025.01.03 
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Moulds, K., Lascu, A., Bai, A., & Davidson, J. (2025). Removing the straight 
jacket in practice approach: An investigation into coach learning and 
development in Australian female tennis. International Journal of Sport 
Science and Coaching, 20(1), 102–115. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
pdf/10.1177/17479541241287117 

Pearce, A. E., Butcher, A. J., & Hebert-Losier, K. (2025). Outcomes of 
cemented and hybrid primary total hip arthroplasty for osteoarthritis: 
A systematic review with narrative synthesis. Archives of Orthopaedic 
and Trauma Surgery, 145, 388, 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00402-025-
06007-3 

Pearce, A. E., Joshi, C., Chan, G., Lamberton, T., MacLean, S., Vane, A., & 
Hebert-Losier, K. (2025). Ten-year survival comparison of two cemented 
implants in primary total hip arthroplasty for osteoarthritis: A New 
Zealand Study. Archives of Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgery, 145, 495, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00402-025-06092-4 

Pearce, A., Joshi, C., Lamberton, T., Chan, G., MacLean, S., Vane, A., & 
Hebert-Losier, K. (2025). Fifteen-year patient reported outcomes of 
a cemented flanged cup and stem combination in primary total hip 
arthroplasty: A New Zealand study. HIP International, 36(1), 34-44. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/11207000251371132 

Williams, D. E. (2025). How can Tangata Tiriti Authentically weave mātauranga 
Māori into teaching practice in Outdoor Education. Master’s thesis, 
Waikato University.

School of Media Arts

Bannister, M. (2025). ‘Can’t lie … it’s not an original’: Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople and Antipodean camp. Studies in Australasian Cinema, 
18(2), 172-186. https://doi.org/10.1080/17503175.2025.2582880 

Bannister, M. (2025). Playing Aldous Harding—‘I’m like the Jim Carrey of 
the Indie World. Perfect Beat, 22(2), 112-130. https://doi.org/10.1558/
prbt.31881 

Bannister, M. (2025). When you come back home: The Front Lawn and 
their dream home in New Zealand. In P. Carr (Eds.), Nostalgia, song and 
the quest for home: Production, text, reception (pp. 135-150). Bloomsbury. 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/nostalgia-song-and-the-quest-for-
home-9798765124338/ 

Braae, N. (2025). Beyond popular song: Analysing persona-environment 
relationships in contemporary musical theatre. In M. Dines, S. 
Rambarran & G. D. Smith (Eds.), The handbook of popular music 
methodologies (pp. 79-93). Intellect. 

Harman, R. (2025). Worn well: Tales of clothing that inspire longevity. Ramp 
Press. 
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Harman, R., & Russell, E. (2025). Gathering user stories for clothing 
longevity in the Waikato: Initial analysis. Scope: Art & Design, 28, 38-48. 
https://doi.org/10.34074/scop.1028003 

Hoad, C., Johnson, H., Rogerson-Berry, M., Wilson, O., & Ellery, J. (2025). 
Gender representation in undergraduate music technology education: 
Case studies from Aotearoa/New Zealand. British Journal of Music 
Education, 42(2), 245-261. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0265051724000330 

Artifact / Object / Craftwork
Cruse, J., & Rogerson-Berry, M. (2025). Archiving the taonga pūoro of 

Hinewirangi Kohu Morgan. [Artefact/Object/Craftwork]. New Zealand: 
Wintec. 

Williams, G. C. A. (2025). The wordless monument (to Wu Ze Tian - sole female 
emperor of China, 705AD). [Artefact/Object/Craftwork]. New Zealand: The 
Sculpture Park at Waitakaruru Arboretum, 207 Scotsman Valley Road, 
Tauwhare, Hamilton. 

Composition
Long, J. H. (2025). Satellites are falling (EP). Fiercely Independent Records. 

Long, J. H. (2025). Warmer than blue (EP). Fiercely Independent Records. 

Bannister, M. (2025). The dark backward (Album). Powertool Records. 

Design
Green, T. A. (Curator). (2025). WSA Members Exhibition. [Curatorial Exercise]. 

Arts Post: Aotearoa New Zealand. 

McConnell, L. O. (Curator), Foster, J. (Curator), & Winstanley, L. (Curator). 
(2025). Hear us out 2024 international exhibition. [Curatorial Exercise]. 
Street Activation/Exhibition: Hamilton, New Zealand, 23 May - 4 
September. 

McConnell, L. O. (Curator), Foster, J. (Curator), & Winstanley, L. (Curator). 
(2025). Hear Us Out 2025 Mini International Exhibition. [Curatorial 
Exercise]. The Atrium, ANZAAE Conference 2025: Hamilton, New 
Zealand, 14-16 April. 

Roberts, A. (Curator), & Green, T. A. (Curator). (2025). Whata kura. 
[Curatorial Exercise]. Ramp: Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Russell, E. (2025). Worn well: Tales of clothing that inspire longevity. [Design 
Output]. Ramp Press. 

Exhibition
McConnell, L. O. (Artist), Foster, J. (Artist), & Mayall, J. (Composer). (2025). 

Digital Realms: Contemporary 3D Illustration and Animation. [Indefinite, 
2019. [Manipulated renders of a digital 3D model, set of 3] Sempiternal, 
2019. [Sound-responsive digital animation, 30 minute loop] Solo, 
2016. [Projection mapped digital animation on concrete cathedral, 5 
minutes]]. Group exhibition. Curated by J. Kolpakov, Gallery 210@FAB, 
St. Louis, USA, 25 August - 17 October. 
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Macpherson, P. K. W. (Artist). (2025). Critical Mass. [Being and non being 
(found objects) Murmurs (field recordings) Deadpools (glass) Displaced 
(acrylic on wood) Cross section (cyanotype) Kakepuku Enso 3 (ink on 
paper) Portrait of a lake as a dying man (perspex and water)]. Group 
exhibition. Curated by Megan Lyon and Julia Christie, Ramp Gallery, 
Hamilton, NZ 16 October 2025 - 14 November 2025. 

McConnell, L. O. (Motion Designer). (2025). 843 to the 855. [Whetū Pou 
(animated drawings on a four sided digital display) Awa (animated 
drawings on a digital display)]. Group exhibition. Curated by L. Wilson, 
and J. Primmer, Te Whare Taonga o Waikato Museum & Gallery, 
Hamilton, New Zealand, 21 June - 3 August. 

Harman, R. (2025). Analogue (n.). [My great-grandmother’s doily; Medium: 
Photogram]. Group exhibition. Curated by C. McQuarrie, and S. Waugh, 
The Engine Room, Massey University, Wellington, New Zealand, 22 July - 
9 August. 

Green, T. A. (Artist). (2025). [Pink chair, horse pond, merman: Nap time 
(Series), C-Type photographic print 8 x 10]. Group exhibition. Curated by 
Adrian Cook, Te Aroha November 1 -2. 

Film/video
Long, J. H. (Sound Design). (2025). Matua [Film/Video]. New Zealand: Flash 

As Films. https://vimeo.com/1145483461?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci. 

Other
Prestidge, C. (Producer and Host), & Nelson, P. (Editor). (2025). The new 

wave: A podcast capturing the diverse stories of migrants to Kirikiriroa. 
Series 1. Free FM (Access Media). https://www.accessradio.org/
programme-page/2002ad1d-7e92-414f-a33e-7c63937b4f26. 

Performance
Booth, J. (Actor, Singer). (2025). Cats! [Performance]. Clarence Street 

Theatre, Hamilton, New Zealand, July 26 - August 9. 

Braae, N. (Arranger and Performer), Rogerson-Berry, M. (Arranger 
and Performer), Nisbet, D. (Composer and Performer), & Clarke, J. 
(Arranger and Performer). (2025). Wintec Orchestra Extravaganza of New 
Compositions and Arrangements. [Performance]. The Meteor Theatre, 
Hamilton, New Zealand, The Meteor Theatre. 

Chuen, K. (Director). (2025). Songs in the key of Luke - A song cycle of music 
by Luke Di Somma. [Performance]. Hamiton Arts Festival, Hamilton, New 
Zealand, 22 February - 2 March, Bold Theatre. 

Mayall, J. M. (Performer), Horo, H. (Performer), Balzer, R. (Performer), & 
Moore, M. (Performer). (2025). Ihirangaranga at WERO. [Performance]. 
Gallagher Academy of Performing Arts, Hamilton, NZ, February 2025, 
Orowaru Arts. 






